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Report into funds required to maintain the public open space associated with development 
P19/V0910/FUL, a residential development of 46 market and affordable dwellings with 
associated landscaping and infrastructure at Hanney Nurseries Steventon Road East 
Hanney OX12 0HS 
 
On 21st January 2020, Adrian Butler communicated with the Clerk to the effect that: 
“In resolving to approve the above application a s106 agreement needs to be entered into. 
Part of the s106 agreement will seek to transfer the public open spaces and play area to 
East Hanney Parish Council who will then be responsible for their management and 
maintenance. In addition, there is to be a financial contribution for the Parish Council’s use 
towards maintenance costs for a 20 year period. 
I have received the email below from Linden in which they question whether the Parish 
Council’s costs for maintaining the public open spaces and play equipment can be used 
rather than the figures I set out in the planning committee report which are based on this 
this council’s calculation of the maintenance costs. The figures in the planning committee 
report are: 

• £234,241.12 for maintenance of the public open space 
• £5,808 for maintenance of the play equipment 

The above costs were calculated on the basis of the public open space amounting to an 
area of 8,816 sq m.” 
  
At its November meeting, the Council heard from the landowner, the minute reading: 
“R Rowlings had brought the PC’s attention to possible issues regarding the PC’s request 
for Green Space at P19/V0910/FUL and the resultant cost to her as the selling landowner. 
She thanked the Chairman for the PC’s response but was still concerned that it would be a 
cost to her through the S106 agreement, at approx. £11k per year for 20 years.” 
 
On reviewing the likely costs of maintaining the land, the Clerk has calculated that it would 
cost the equivalent of approx. £5,748 per year for the 20 years. Details are available at 
table 1 overleaf. It is noted that this is roughly half the cost given by the landowner, though 
it does not include the cost of maintaining play equipment or any public art installed.  
 
The figures were arrived at as follows: 
OCC provide a grant to EHPC to maintain highway verge grass of approx £1,000 per year. 
As you can see from the attached, that area is 8958.9 sq m, roughly the same size as the 
land at the development site. Currently this covers the cost of two cuts a year, so £500 per 
cut. 
  
Assuming that it would require more frequent cutting to maintain the area than the highway 
verge and that a different standard of maintenance would be required, an amount of £3500 
annually would seem sufficient, with £1,000 added per year to ensure the administration of 
the contracts and of equipment inspection does not significantly over- burden other 
residents of the village. 
 
To ensure costs are met with inflation, a compound of 2.5% would need to be added. Any 
increases to inflation (assumed at 2.5% for 20 years) would also have to be taken into 
account, as would the likelihood of changes to legislation, which would only add to the 
costs. It is assumed that precept raised from these dwellings would cover a small portion of 
that but precept is to manage the parish as a whole rather than this development alone. 
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Please therefore use the table in this email, which shows a cost of £114,950.96 (table 1 
below). 
  
Regarding the play equipment. In the experience of the parish, equipment would need 
replacing roughly every 5 years (if wood) or 10 if metal. A new play area would entail a 
second annual inspection by ROSPA and a significant increase in the monthly inspections 
carried out in addition to the annual one. It may be that the PC would have to replace bark 
or rubber chip bases, or that wet poor would need to be repaired and maintained and 
replaced at 10 years. Other administration costs would also need to be included. 
 
Without full knowledge of the equipment or its type, the Parish would have to err on the side 
of caution. The costs that the PC would incur would therefore be the equivalent of the cost 
of the equipment and its installation every 5 years (at year 5, 10, 15 and 20), installation 
doubling the cost of purchase (where this cost = n). In addition, inspection would cost 
£2,554.47 (£100 per year for 20 years with 2.5% compound). Thus, to maintain the play 
equipment, the PC anticipates a figure of (nx8)+£2,554.47. The amount given below 
assumes the equipment and flooring costs £726.00, which would not provide a well 
equipped or safe play area. 
 
Table 1: POS maintenance costs. 
Year Maintenance Admin etc Inflation rate 

1 £3,500.00  £1,000.00  
2.5% 
compound. 

2 £3,587.50  £1,025.00  
 3 £3,677.19  £1,050.63  
 4 £3,769.12  £1,076.89  
 5 £3,863.35  £1,103.81  
 6 £3,959.93  £1,131.41  
 7 £4,058.93  £1,159.69  
 8 £4,160.40  £1,188.69  
 9 £4,264.41  £1,218.40  
 10 £4,371.02  £1,248.86  
 11 £4,480.30  £1,280.08  
 12 £4,592.30  £1,312.09  
 13 £4,707.11  £1,344.89  
 14 £4,824.79  £1,378.51  
 15 £4,945.41  £1,412.97  
 16 £5,069.04  £1,448.30  
 17 £5,195.77  £1,484.51  
 18 £5,325.66  £1,521.62  
 19 £5,458.81  £1,559.66  
 20 £5,595.28  £1,598.65  
 Total £89,406.30  £25,544.66  
 Grand 

Total £ 114,950.96  
 


